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The British mind is curiously simple and un-
critical as regards Germany. There is even now in
this country a widespread belief in the Teutonic
legend of military efficiency. It need only be
pointed out that the proportion of forces in the in-
vasion of August and September 1914 west of the
Rhine was about two Germans to one Ally at the
critical moment, and on the actual battle line of
the Marne eight to five. " There is," Mr Belloc in-
forms me, "no other case in history of an army fully
deployed and enjoying such an enormous numerical
superiority suffering defeat, except of course where
there had been a great difference in armament.
The German field gun is still a contemptible instru-
ment of war after twenty years of effort to make
something approaching the French 6 75 ' and ten
years in which to copy the English 18-pounder.
The Germans are bad at nearly everything which
cannot be done by mere second-rate painstaking,
and such success as they achieve is due to nothing
better than the careful co-ordination of innumerable
second-rate minds."

It is time that a great effort should be made to
dispel the superstition in England about what is
really a " pedantic barbarism " in modern Germany
since liberty in England is doomed for ever unless
the crude criminality of Prussian ideals is exposed
once and for all. The only possible good that can
result from the rape of Belgium and of Serbia, from
such abominations as the sinking of the Lusitania
and the filthy atrocities of the Wittenberg Camp is
that even the most simple-minded dons of Oxford
and Cambridge may realise, once and for all/ the